Basic Course for Flock Leaders


        Self Learning Module No. 5
Guide Promise and Guide Law
The Guide Promise and Law form the foundation of Guiding. These two present a high ideal for us yet it is practicable and within our reach. In this module, you will  be able to understand the fundamental method (Promise and Law) through which Guiding contributes to the development of young people.
Objectives

At the end of this Module, you should be able to:
1. State the Guide Promise and Law.

2. Explain the meaning of Guide Promise and Law. 
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The principles and practice of the Guide Movement are based upon the Guide Promise and Guide Law. The words and concepts are simple and set out the commitment in a way that a young person might say it naturally. They are together a code of living placed before every member of the Movement.

Every person, is asked to make or renew the Guide Promise as an outward expression of his intention to try to live upto the principles and ideals of the Movement. It is important to realise that the implications of the Guide Promise and Law – although they are expressed in the terms a girl can understand, they are applicable to adult leaders no less than to those they lead.

THE GUIDE PROMISE
“On my honour, I promise that, I will do my best-
to do my duty to God* and my Country,
to help other people and
to obey the Guide Law.”
(*The word Dharma may be substituted if so desired.)
Reflection on the Guide Promise
· The Promise is a voluntary commitment.
· Through the Promise, we make a commitment to be the best we can be.
· We make a commitment to ourselves and  our country.
· We promise to make the Guide Law an integral part of our life.
· Making the Promise is a very important moment in the life of a Guide.
· The young people decide if they are ready to make the commitment.
MAKING THE PROMISE IS A VERY IMPORTANT MOMENT IN THE LIFE OF A GUIDE
The Promise is not made at just any time. A special time, in a suitable place, with due preparation is required. It is called as Investiture Ceremony. You will experience it during your Basic Course.

THE GUIDE LAW

1. A Guide is trustworthy.
2. A Guide is loyal.
3. A Guide is a friend to all and a brother to every other Scout.
4. A Guide is courteous.
5. A Guide is a friend to animals and loves nature.
6. A Guide is disciplined and helps protect public property.
7. A Guide is courageous.
8. A Guide is thrifty.
9. A Guide is pure in thought, word and deed.
Reflections on the Guide Law
The proposals contained in the Guide Law may help you to:
· broaden your understanding on them
· 
think about their impact on your own life; and
· 
find the words and images to present them to the young people.
Trustworthy: A person is trustworthy when his words and deeds are consistent with what they carry inside. To be trustworthy we have to love the truth and be true to what is true. It is about living and thinking-as far as possible- in truth, even if that should causes pain and misfortune.
Loyal: Loyalty is durablity of our faith in what is important. It depends on the values you are being faithful. Only through Loyalty it is possible to have a life plan, to project our present commitment as a way of life.
Friend to all and a sister to every other Guide: A Guide is a friend to all. He is a sister to other Guides. She offers her friendship to people of all races and nations, and respects them even if their beliefs and customs are different from her own. 
Courteous: It is being polite to everyone regardless of age or position. A Guide knows good manners and makes it easier for people to get along together.
Friend to animals and loves nature: This means to be aware of the relationship between humankind and other animal and plant species. It is to respect nature and make an active commitment to the integrity of the environment.
Disciplined and helps protect public property: To follow the rules of her family, school, and Company. Obeying the laws of one’s community and country and also help in protecting the public property.
Courageous: A Guide can face danger although she is afraid. She has the courage to stand for what she thinks is right even if others laugh at her or threaten her. 
Thrifty: One who works to pay her way and to help others. She saves for unforeseen needs. She protects and conserves natural resources. She carefully uses time and property.
Pure in thought, word and deed: Something is pure when it is free of anything that could alter or adultrate its basic nature.
So purity, understood as cleanliness of heart is the opposite of interest, selfishness, and anything that could contaminate our thought, word or deed. Purity is loving the other truely, as a person, respecting them, defending them even against our own desire. For that reason, this last proposal of the Guide Law invites us to take a good look at ourselves, to constantly question the integrity of our souls, and of our thoughts, words and deeds.
The Guide Law is proposed, not imposed. The Guide Law proposes living by our values.
It is important to realise that the Founder has taken so much care to ensure that every part of the Guide Law is positively worded. There are no negatives.  Girls like Do’s very much and not Don't’s.  The Law is expressed in simple words easily understandable by girls.

For further Reading:
1. Girl Guiding in India*
2. APRO Part – III*
* Books published by The Bharat Scouts and Guides, National Headquarters, New Delhi.
Thought for Reflection


I honestly believe that any Guide who carries out the whole Guide Law in her daily work and play, not only while she is a girl but afterwards also, when she is a woman, is bound to make a success of her life.


- Baden-Powell








A Guide is active in doing good, not passive in being good.


- Baden-Powell





Ideas for Practise


Using your mobile camera, take pictures that illustrate what                         the Promise  means to you. You can show it to your LOC for                       her suggestions when you attend your Basic Training Course.





Look for examples of the Guide Law being valued or being broken in the daily News paper.











